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CHAPTER 42.

An Act to make better Provision for the 1<1lcmentm'y
Tducation of Blind and Deal Children in England ang
Wales. [12th September 1893.]

"l)li it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by ang
D with the adviee and consent of the TLovds Spiritual ang
Temporal, and Conmons, in this present Parlinment assembled, ang
by the authority of the sime, as follows

1.— (1) The eflicient elementary instruetion which under the
Elementary Edueation Act. 1876, a parent must cause his child to
receive, shall,in the case of o hlind ov deaf child, be construed ag
including insbruction snitable to such a child, and the fact of 5
child heing Blind or daaf shall not of itself, except in the case of o
deaf ehild under seven years of age, be a reasonable excuse for nog
causing the child to attend school, or for neglecting to provide
cfficient clementary instruction for the child.

(2.) In the ease of a blind or deaf child, the fact that there ig
not within any particular distance from the residence of the child
any public clementary school which the child can attend shall nog
of itsell be a veasonable exeuse for not causing the child to attend
sehool, or for negleeting to provide efficient clementary instruction
for the child.

2.—(L) It shall be the duty of every school aughority, as defined
by this Act; to enable blind and deaf childven resident in their
district, for whose elementary cdueation eflicient and suitable pro-
vision is not otherwise made, to obtain sueh education in some
school for the time being certiticd by the Lducation Department
as suitable for providing such edueation, and for that purpose
either to establish or aequire and to maintain a school so certified,
or to eomtribute, on such terms and to such extent as may be
approved by the Fduceation Department, towards the establishment
or enliurgement, alteration, and maintenance of a school so ecertified,
or towards any of these purposes, and, where necessary or expedient,
to make arrangements, subject to regulations of the Education
Depavtment, for bhoarding out any blind or deaf child in a home
conveniently near to the eertificd school where the child is veeeiving
clementary education.

(2)) Provided that the duty of a school authority under this
section shall not extend to children who are—

(«0) diots or imbeeiles; or

(hy vesident ina workhouse or in any institution to which they

have been sent by a hoard of guardians from o workhouse ; or

(¢) Doarded out by guardians,

(3.) Where a school authority conteibutes under this scetion to
the establishment, enlawreement, o alteration of a ecrtitied school
maintained by another authority, the terms approved by the
Education Department shall inelude sceurity for repayment of the
value of the contribution, in the event of the school ceasing to be -
certificd.
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8. The terns of contribution approved by the Fdueation Depart-
ment may inelude provision for vepresentation of the contributing
school authority on the governing body of the school to which it
contributes, in~ cases where suel representation appears to the
Education Departient to be practicable and expedient.

4. The school authority for the purposes of this Act shall

be—

(er) for an area under a school hoard, the school hoard ;

(b) for an area not under a school board, any district couneil
established for the loeal government of the district comprising
that aren under an Act of the present or any future session
of Pwrliunent, acting through a committee of that council
appointed for cducational purposes, and until such a council
is established, the board of guardians, or borough couneil or
urban sanitary authority, appointing o school attendance
committee for the arca, acting throngh that committee.

5.—(1.) For the performance of their duties under this Act a
school anthority may, without prejudice to any other powers,
exercise the like powers as may be excreised by o school board for
the provision of school accommodation for their district, and the
consent of the Iducation Department to the excreise ot the power
of horrowing for the purposes of this Act may be given in any casc
in which the exercise of that power appears to the Departiment
expedient.

(2.) The expenses of a school authority under this Act shall be
paid out of the fund applicable to their general expenses, or where
the school authority are a bhoard of gnardians, out of a fund to be
raised out of the poor rate of the parishes for which the school
attendance committec of the boawrd act, according to the rateable
value of each parish.

(3.) Two or more school authoritics may combine for the per-
formance of their duties under this Act, and, subject to the pro-
visions of this scetion as to expenses, scetion fitty-two ot the
Elementary Education Act, 1870, shall apply in the case of any
such combination as if each school authority were a sehool board,
and the enactments relating to the andit of school Lioard accounts
shall apply as if any joint body of managers appointed in
pursuance of this sub-scetion were o sehool hod.

(4.) The Public Works Loan Commissioners may, on the recom-
mendation of the Kducation Department, lend any money vequired
for the purposes of this Act by a school authority on the sceurity
of the fund applicable to the expenses of this Act, and every such
loan shall be repaid within a period not exceeding fifty years, and
shall bear such rate of intercst, not less than three and a half per
eent. per annum, as the Treasury may authorisc as being in their
opinion suflicient to enable the loan to be maude without loss to the
Exchequer.

6. If the Education Department arve satistied, after such inquiry
and such notice to a school authority or to a committee ol the
authority as they think expedient, that the school authority or a
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committee of the authority have failed to perform their duty undey
this Act, the Education Departinent may cither-—
(1) proceed in manner diveeted by section twenty-seven of the
Elewmentary Kducation Act, 1876 ; or
(2) ovder that the school authority pay to any certified school
specificd in the order, towards the expenses of any particular
child at the school, such annual or other sum as may be fixed
Ly order of the Department, and any sum so ovdered to he
p:'u,i«_l shall be a debt to the school from the school authority.

i7.—(1.) A school shall not be certified by the Edueation Depart-
ment s suitable for providing elementary edueation for blind or
deaf children—
() if it is conducted for private protfit; nor
(b) wnless it is cither managed by a school authority, or the
© annual expenses of its maintenance arve, to the extent of not
less than one third, defrayed out of sources other than jocal
rates, or moneys provided by Parliament, and are audited and
published in accordance with regulations of the Kdueation
Department ; nor

(¢) unless it is open at all times to the inspection of Her
Majesty’s Inspectors of Sehools and of any visitors authorised
by any school authority sending children to the school ; nor

(/) unless the requirements of this Act are complied with in the

case of the school. )

(2)) LEvery school so certitied (in this Act referred to as a certified
school) shall be deemed to he a certificd eflicient school within the
meaning of the Elementary Edueation Aet, 1876, and for the pur-
poses of section cleven of that Act may, in the case of o blind or
deat ebild, be treated as if it werce a public clementary school.

(3 A certifieate granted in pursuance of this seetion shall be
annual.

(4.) For the purposes of this section there shall be ineluded in
local rutes any sum reecived under this Act by a school authority
from a parent and applied towards the general expenses of the
sehoc] authority.

8.—(1.) Il and so tar as the school which a c¢hild is required in
pursuance of this Act to attend is not a public elementary school,
it must, in all matters rvelating to the religious instruction and
observanees of the ehild, he eondueted in accordance with the
roles applying to industrial schools, except that referenees in
the Industrial Schools Act, 1866, and the rules made under it, to
the Secerctary of State shall be construed as references to the
Fdueation Department ;: and any sehool authority may provide and
maintain for the purposes of this Act a school so conductel.

(2.) Every rule made under this seetion sl all be forthwith laid
L efore both Houses of Pavliament.

(3.) In selecting a school under this Act the school authority
shall be guided by the rvales laid down in the Industrial Schools
Act, 1866, and if a child is hoarded out in pursuance of this Act
the sehool auntherity shall, it possible, arrange for the boarding oub
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Leing with a person belonging to the religious persuasion of the
child’s parent.

(4.) Where a child is required in pursuance of this Act to attend
any school, the child shall not he compelled to receive religious
instruction contrary to the wishes of the pavent, and shall, so far
as practicable, have faeilities for rveceiving religious instruction and
attending religious services conducted in accordance with the
parent’s persuasion, which shall be duly registered on the child’s
adimission to the school.

9.—(1.) Where a school authority ineur any expense under this Liability of
Act in respeet of any blind or deaf child, the parent of the child parent mfrlul)'(-d
shall e liable to contribute towards the expenses of the child such ﬁi'f{;ﬂ}"ch{l;‘
weekly sum, if any, as, vegard being had to the provisions of the
Elewentary Fdueation Act, 1891, may he agreed on between the 54 & 55 Viet.
schoo! authority and the parent, or, if the parties fail to agree, as ©°%
may, on the application of ecither party, be settled by a court of
summary jurisdiction, and any sum so agreed on or settled may,
without prejudice to any other remedy, be recovered by the sehool
authovity summarily as a civil debt.

(2.) It shall be the duty of the school authority to enforee any
order made under this seetion, and any sum reccived by a school
authority under this scetion may e applied by the school authority
in aid of their general expenses.

(3.) A court competent to make an order under this section may
ab any time reveke or vary any order 5o made.

10.—(1.) The parent of a Llind or deaf child shall not, by reason Suving for
of any payment made under this Act in respeet of the child, Ty rights of
deprived of any franchise, right. or privilege, or be subject to any parent.
disability or disqualitication.

(2.) Payments under this Aet shall not be made on condition of
a child attending any certitied school other than such as may he
reasomably selected Ly the parvent, nor refused heecause the ehild
attends or does not attend any particular certitied school.

11. For the purposes of the Elementary Education Acts, 1870 to Period of
1891, a Llind or deaf bey or wirl shall he deemed to Lie a child until edueatiou for
the age of sixteen years; and the period of compulsory education blind and deaf.
shall, in the cuse of such a child, extend to sixteen years, and the
attendance of sueh a child at school may bhe enforeed as if it were
required by byclaws made under the Elementary Edueation Acts,

1870 to 1891 and any such child shall not, in purseance of any
such byelaws, Le entitled to total or partial exemption from the
obligation to attend school.

12. Nothing in any Act of Parliament shall prevent the Jduea - Grants from
: ST N o8 Avine ai d the parli: T Ea Ty e . public money
tion ]?cyu@nun@ hrom g_)-l\ ing jlfl from ~L,he p lhlll)Lllt:l.l‘) grant to (oo duen-
a certiticd school in respeet of education given to blind or deaf tion of blind
children to such amount and on such conditions as may be divected and deaf
by or in pursuance of the minutes of the Fdueation Department in children.
force for the time being.

13.-(1.) As from the fivst day of July one thousand cight Repeal of

hundred and ninety-four so much of any enact 1 e al Powers of
(" y-le any ctment in force ut guardians to

*
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that date as empowers boards of guardians to send blind op
deaf children to school shall be )'(*llu:lil:(l, except as to o childien
who are—

(1) idiots or imbeeiles; or )

(h) vestdent in a workhouse or in an institution to which

they have been sent by a hoard of guardians from a work-
house ; ov

(r) hoarded out by guardians,

(2.) Provided that, where any blind or deaf child with respect to
whom the powers of guardians cease in pursuance of this scetion is
on the first day of July one thousand cight hundred anid ninety-
four relieved inany institution by @ board of guardians, the child
shall continae ehargeable as it this Aet had not passed, until the
expiration of six months” notice to be given by the guardians, if
they think fit, to the school authority of the district from which
the child was sent.

14. The Edueation Department shall annually Tay before hoth
Iouses of  Parlimnent a veport ol their procecdings under this Act
during the preeeding year, and in that report shall give lists
of the schools to which they have granted and refused certificates
under this Act during the year, with their reasons for each such
refusal.

15.—(1.) In this Act—

The expression “ hlind ™ means too blind vo be able to read the

ordinary school books used by children ;

The expression “deat ™ means too deat to be taught in o class of
hearing children in an elementary school ; '

The expression *“ school 7 includes any institution in which blind
or deal chi_l«,lrvn wre ln):m,lu,l‘ or lo«lgeq as well ag taught, and
any establishment for boarding or lodging children taught in
a certified school ;

The expression < elementary edueation ” may include industrial
training whether given in the school which the ehild attsnds
or not ;

The expression “expenses,” when used in relation to a child,
includes the expenses of and incidental to the attendance of
the child at a school. and of and incidental to the maintenance
and  boarding-out ol the child while so attending, and the
expenses of conveying the child to or from the sehool

Other expressions have, unless the contrary intention appears,
the saime meaning as in the Elementary Education Aets, 1870
to 1891,

(2)) Tor the purposes of this Act a child resident in a sehool or

hoarded out in presuance of this Act shall be deemed to he rvesident
in the distriet from which the ehild is sent.

The expression “ maintenance " ineludes clothing ;

16. This Act shall not extend to Scotland or Ireland.
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17, This Aect shall come into operation on the first day  of Commence-
January ene thowsand cight aideed s ninety-fou, ment of Act,

18, This Act may he citedd as the Elementary  Fidueation Short title.
(Blindl and Deal Clialdven) Act, 1893, and shall he rend  with
the Klementary Edueation Acts, 1570 to 1891,
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