CHAPTER 32.

An Act to make better provision for the Elementary
Education of Defective and Epileptic Children in
England and Wales. [9th August 1899.7

3 E it cnacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and

with the adviece and consent of the Lords Spiritual and

Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled,
and by the authority of the same, as follows :

Soarer 4 1.—(1.) A school authority, as defined by the Elewentary
..Et]::wn .. Education (Plind aud Deat Childven) Act, 180%, may, with the
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approval of the Education Department, make such arrangements deternine wh:

as they think fit for ascertaining—

heing merely dull or backward, are defective, that is to say,
what children by reason of mental or physical -defect are
incapable of receiving proper benefit from the instruction in
the ordinary public elementary schools, but are not incapable
by reason of such defect of receiving benefit from instruction
in such special classes or schools as are in this Act mentioned ;
and

(b) what children in their district are cpileptic children, that is

to say, what children, not heing idiots or imbeciles, arc unfit
by reason of severe cpilepsy to attend the ordinary public
clementary schools.

(2.) The school authority, in making their arrangements under
this scction, shall provide facilities for enabling any parent, who is
of opinion that his child ought to be dealt with under this Act, to
present such child to the school authority to he examined, although
he may not have been required so to do by that authority; and
any school authority failing to provide such facilities shall he
deemed to have acted in contravention of this Act.

(8.) For the purpose of ascertaining whether a child is defective
or cpileptic within the meaning of this section, a certificate to
that effect by a duly qualified practitioner approved by the
Education Department shall be required in cach case. The certi-
ficate shall be in such form as may be prescribed by the Education
Department. .

(4.) For the purposc of the exercise of the powers conferred by
this section, it shall be the duty of the parent of any child who may
be required by the school authority to be examined to cause the
child to attend such cxamination, and any parent who fails to
comply with such requirement shall bLe liable on summary
conviction to a fine not cxueeding five pounds.

2.—(1.) Where a school authority have ascertained that there Power 1o

children are
. . . D e . . defective or
(«) what children in their distriet, not being imbeeile, and not pileptic.
56 & 57 Viet.
c. 42.

ave in their district defective children, they may make provision I‘tliOVi(le for:
. 3 i N . . - : education of
for the education of such children by all or any of the iollowing defective and

means :(— ) . epileptic
(¢) by classes in public clementary schools certified by the children.

Education Department as special classes ; or .

(b) by boarding out, subject to the regulations of the Education
Department, any such child in a hous: convenicutly near to#”
a certified special class or school ; or

(¢) by establishing schools, certified by the Education Depart-
ment, for defective children.

2.) Where o school authority have ascertained that there are in
their district epileptie children, they may make provision for the
education of such children by establishing schools, certified by the
Education Department, for epileptic chil:lren.

(8.) The power conferred by this scetion shall include power
ta establizh or acquire and to maintain cerbified schools, and to
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contribute, on such terms and to such extent as may be approved
by the Education Department, towards the establishment, enlarge-
ment, or alteration, and towards the maintenance of certified
schools.

(4.) A school authority may in respect of children resident in
or whose permanent home is in their district and attending certified
special classes or schools in the district of another school authority,
contribute to that other authority the proportionate cost of the
provision and maintenance of such special classes or schools.

(5.) The schocl authority, acting uncer this section, shall make
provision for the examination from time to time of any child
dealt with under this scetion, in order to ascertain whether such
child has attained such a mental and physical condition as to be fit
to attend the ordinary classes of public elementary schools; and
the school authority shall make provision for such examination
in the case of any child whose parent claims such examination
of his child, provided that the parent sha!l not make such claim
within less than six months after his child has been examined ;
and any school authority failing to make such provision as this
sub-section requires shall be deemed to have acted in contravention
of this Act.

(6.) The Education Department shall not certify any establish-
ment established after the commencement of this Act for boarding
and lodging more than fifteen defective or epileptic children in
one building or comprising more than four such buildings.

3. A school authority may provide guides or conveyances for
children who, in the opinion of the school authority, are by reascn
of any physical or mental defect, unable to attend school without
guides or conveyances.

4.—(1.) The duty of a parent under section four of the
Elementary Education Act, 1876, to provide clementary instruction
for his child shall, in the case of a defective or epileptic child over
seven years of age in any place where a certified . special class or
school is within reach of the child’s residence, include the duty to
cause the child to attend such a class or school, and a parent shall
not be excused from this duty by reason only that a guide or
conveyance for the child is necessary.

(2.) In the case of an epileptic child whose age exceceds seven
years, the school authcrity may, if they think fit, apply to a court
of summary jurisdiction for an order requiring the child to be seut
to a certified school for epileptics, and if any parent fails to comply
with the order, he shall be deemed to have failed to perform the
duty preseribed by section four of the Elementary Education Act,
1876, and may be procecded against accordingly.

5. The provisions of section seven of the Elementary Education
(Blind and Déaf Children) Act, 1893, respecting the conditions and
effect of the grant of certificates to schools for blind or deaf
children shall apply, with the necessary modifications, to schools
for defective or epileptic children established or proposed to be
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established under this Act, except that no requirement need be
made as to the proportion of the expenses to be defrayed out of
private sources.

6. The provisions of section five of the Elementary Education Powers and
(Blind and Deaf Children) Act, 1893 (relating to the powers and cxpenses
expenscs of a school authority under that Act), shall apply, with o & 58

H : s ] authority.
the neccessary modifications, to school authorities acting under 56 & 57 Vict.
¥y ) g
this Act. c. 42.

Provided that a parish in which there is a school board shall be
exempt from contributing to the expenses incurred by any district
council acting as a school authority under this Act, and where a
. school authority are an urban district council their expenses as
such authority shall be paid out of the fund to be raised in the
area for which they are a school authority in the same manner as

the fund out of which their general expenses are payable is raised
in the urban district.

7. Nothing in any Act of Parliament shall prevent the Education Grants from
Department from giving aid from the parliamentary grant to a E““‘j}::d?“e)'
: . . A 0 tows
school in respect of education given to defective or cpileptic ggyeation of
children to such amount an:l on such conditions as may be directed defective and

by or in pursuance of the minutes of the Education Department in ‘:18‘11:11;23
force for the time being.

8.—(1.) The parent of a defective or epileptic child sha'l be Contribution
liable to contribute towards the expenses of the child incurred by PY parest
a school authority under this Act in like manner and to the like
extent as the parent of a blind or deaf child is liable to contribute
under section nine of the Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf
Children) Act, 1893, and the provisions of that section shall apply
accordingly.

(2.) The parent of a defective or epileptic child shall not, by
reason of any payment made under this Act in respect of the child,
be deprived of any franchise, right, or privilege, or be subject to
any disability or disqualification.

(3.) Payments under this Act shall not be made on condition of
a child attending any certificd school other than such as may be
reasonably selected by the parent, nor refused because the child
attends or does not attend any particular certified school. -

9. The board of guardians of any poor law union may contribute Contribution
such of the expenses of providing, enlarging, or maintaining any by guardions
certified special class or school under this Act as are certified by _2f" ¢ poor.
the Education Department to have been incurred wholly or partly
in respect of scholars taught at the class or school who are either
resident in a workhouse or in an institution to which they have

been sent by the guardians from a workhouse or boarded out by
the guardians.

10. Nothing ifl this Act shall be construed as imposing a duty Limitation
on a school authority to receive in a special class or school on liability
established by them any child— zfu:l;::)l:‘t);

(@) who is resident in, or whose permanent home in their opinion

is in, the district of another school authority ; or
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(b) who is resident in a workhouse, or in any institution to which
he has been sent by the guardians, from a workhouse, or
boarded out by the guardians, .

unless that other school authority or, as the case may be, the
guardians are willing to centribute towards the expenses of the
education and maintenance of the child such sum as may be agreed
on between the authorities concerned.

Period of 11. For the purposes of the Elementary Education Acts, 1870 to

education for

Qefoutiveand 1893, and of this Act, a _defective or e-pi]eptic boy or girl shall .be
epileptic deemed to be a child until the age of sixteen years, and the period
chillren. - of compulsory edueation shall, in the case of such a child, extend

to sixteen years, and the attendance of such a child at school may -
be enforced as if it were required by byeclaws made under the
Elementary Education Acts, 1870 to 1893, and any such child
shall not, in accordance with such byelaws, be entitled to total or
partial exemption from the obligation to attend school.

Religious 12. The provisions regulating religious instruction in certified
instruction.  gehools for defective and epileptic children shall be the same as
36 & 57 Vit those enacted by section eight of the Elementary Education (Blind
ot and Deaf Children) Act, 1893.

Report to 13. Every school authority shall make to the Education

Partiament. Department such returns as the Department ‘may require; and
the Depaurtment shall annually lay before both Houses of
Parliament a report of their proceedings under this Act during
the preceding ycar, and in that report shall give lists of the
schools and classes to which they have granted or refused certificates
under this Act during the year, with their reasons for each such
refusal.

Interpretation 14. In this Act— .
of terms. The expression “school” includes any institution in which
defective or epileptic children are boarded or lodged as well
as taught, and any establishment for boarding or lodging
children taught in a certified special class or school :
Other expressions have, unless the contrary intention appears,
the same meaning as in the Elementary Education (Blind
and Deaf Children) Act, 1893.
Short title. 15. This Act may be cited as the Elementary Education
(Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 1899, and may be cited
with the Elementary Education Acts, 1870 to 1893.
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